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Documentation of the Project       North- South Media Bridge 

Intercultural and media  education for youth in   West Africa, financed by Youth in 

Action and the EU-Commission 

1.12.2008- 30.11.2009 

  

Project idea 
A lot of youngsters worldwide make nowadays their first experience with intolerance, 

prejudices and international misunderstanding in their environment. A different origin, 

religion, disability or even another political view are only some of the reasons for that. It is 

important to sensitive youngsters on these issues and to show them the advantages of 

international friendship and civic engagements. 

 The educational project ñNorth-South Media Bridgeò tried to familiarize youth workers and 

youngsters from Germany, Poland, Ghana and Nigeria with the topic of intercultural 

education and to raise them to media multipliers for freedom, democracy and diversity. The 

project started to develop citizen media centres in Nigeria and Ghana based on experiences in 

Germany and Poland.  The project partners Citizen house Bennohaus, Nowy Staw Foundation 

in Poland, the Kolping Society of Nigeria with headquarters in Umuahia- Abia State and 

Tamale Ecclesiastical Province Partnership (TEPPIA) in Tamale Ghana defined the aims and 

the methods for doing it. 

 

Aims and Methods: 
 Building a network of young people among the country partners and institutions 

 Training a young multipliers in media skills (using computer, camera, cutting and 

film-making) 

 Promoting the intercultural dialogue, democracy and tolerance in form of intercultural 

seminars, exchanges, film and photo workshops  

 

Project Implementation:  
 

1. Kick-Off Meeting in Umuahia, Nigeria 
1.1 Experience exchange 

 

The first meeting took place from 13.01 to 22.01.09 in Umuahia, Nigeria. The main aim of the 

ñKick-Off meetingò was getting to know each other and determining the guidelines and the 

activities, concerning the following international exchanges, seminars, workshops and local 

initiatives.   

 

The 22 multipliers introduced themselves, their 

organisations, their activities and their engagements, 

connected with the youngsters.  The Bennohaus Team 

and the partners from Poland shared their experience in 

the field of media work with the West African partners. 
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In order to explain and promote their work, the 

media trainers from Europe introduced the 

concept of their own training model, called "EU 

media trainer". They explained that the target 

groups are multipliers and facilitators of cultural 

institutions, NGOs, youth centres, schools, 

universities and the general public. With the help 

of many practical examples, as for short movies, 

trailers, video clips and power point presentations, the issues became clear: intercultural 

education, civic responsibility, active citizenship, racism and xenophobia, inter-religious 

dialogue, conflict management and solutions, gender roles and propagation of the right of 

women, as well as participation of under-privileged young people.  

 

1.2 Building a network  

 Broadcasting Cooperation of Abia State (B.C.A.) 

 

The second part of the Kick -Off meeting was 

more practical oriented. The media trainers from 

Europe visited on the 17 of January the local TV 

station in Umuahia, called BCA. There the 

multipliers took part in the press-conference, 

organised by the BCA. At this way the main 

aim of the project, the establishing of small 

multimedia centres for youngsters in Umuahia, 

became a great publicity.  

 

B. Lumen Publishing Company 

At the same day, the multipliers visited also the local newspaper, called Lumen. There, they 

not only saw the single steps of newspaper printing but got to know the many activities of the 

Kolping Centre in Abia State.  

 

Visit to Kolping skill acquisition Centre 

Next to the media work, the multipliers learned that Kolping Center gave the unemployed 

young people the possibility to work in the carpenter fabric and that  the produced pieces of 

furniture are sold in the self made shop, next to it. The youth workers visited a school, build 

and sponsored from the Kolping Society, as well as an agricultural farm which was running 

by under-privileged young people. 

 

Visit to the traditional Nigerian Cathedral Mater Dei 

On Sunday the multipliers visited the Mass in the big 

Mater- Dei-Cathedral in Umuahia. There, they enjoyed 

the religious tradition and the beautiful Gospels.  

 

 

 

 

Courtesy visit to the Bishop of Umuahia- His Lordship  Bishop Iwejuru Ugorj i 

Another highlight in the Kick- Off programme was the visit to the Bishop of Umuahia 

Diocese, Dr. L.I. Ugorji. After short introduction and summery of the project, he inserted a 

good word for the advanced training concept.  
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Courtesy visit to the commissioner for youth development. Abia State  

 

The project "North-South Media Bridge" 

woke the interest of the Minister for Youth 

development in Abia State, Mr. Barrister 

Uche Ihediwa, who welcomed the 

participants to his Office. The Minister for 

Women Affairs Lady Chinedu Brown, on 

her side, came personally to the Kolping 

centre and held lecture on the topic of 

women rights in West Africa. 

 

 

Nigerian war Museum 

In order to learn something more about the historical development and the culture of Nigeria, 

the participants went to the. E.g Ojukwu Bunker Biafra War Museum in Umuahia. There, 

they made important researches about the historical development of the conflict and its 

complex aftermath.  

 

 

Visit to a city market. 

The visit of the daily market was from great importance, as it gave the multipliers the chance 

to explore and film the daily life of the Nigerian people.  

 

 

Visit to a traditional communicator at Umualumaku, In Ehime Mbano, Imo State, 

Nigeria 

Contrary to the city experience was the visit to the 

Ehime- Mbano, in the federal land Imo. There is 

living one of the last King, who demonstrated the 

typical mass media, instrument Ikoro. With this 

instrument villagers were called in the middle of 

the market place, providing there is some danger.  

 

 

 

 

 

Media workshop 

In the context of the ñKick of Meetingò also the media 

training started. The participants were trained in the 

basics of: 

 Picture composition 

 Camera 

 Basics of interviews 
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Nigerian culture and customs 

On the 19 of January the participants were invited to the final event, organised by the Kolping 

Society. There, the young workers enjoyed beautiful traditional dancing and religious singing.  

The last day the multipliers undertook their trip by bus to Lagos, where they had a short 

sightseeing. 

 

 

 

1.3 Impact: Defining the topics of the media products  

 

The impact of the Kick-Off meeting was assessed in the involvement of the participants and 

their decision taking for the topics of the media products. Impressed by the cultural diversity, 

by the complex historical development in Nigeria and the reality nowadays, the multipliers 

defined the following topics: 

 African Culture  

 Biafra War,  

 Women Rights,  

 Gender and Education in Africa  

 Intercultural understanding.  

The film documentation of the Kick -Off Meeting is on the platform www.europeanweb.tv to 

be seen. 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Local initiatives in Münster, Germany 

 Intercultural festival in Citizen house Bennohaus 

 
On the 28 February, the Bennohaus team in Cooperation with the Center for African Culture 

e. V.  organised an African Cultural Evening. Its main purpose was to inform the people 

living in Münster about the ongoing project and to motivate youngsters to engage themselves 

in the fields of video production, film, Internet TV and audio-video journalism. 

 

The qualified and trained youth workers, 

camera men, film producers, media trainers and 

TV technicians in Bennohaus informed around 

40 young guests from Africa and Europe about 

the various media seminar and workshops, 

which took place in the frame of the project 

ñNorth- South Media Bridgeò. Through 

practical training in news research and through 

active participation in their democratic society, 

the young people would have the chance to 

produce their own news items, press material 

and be able to organise different cultural and 

social events. The youngsters were provided not only with practical know-how but also with 

delicious dishes from Nigeria, Ghana and Germany. For the pleasant and friendly atmosphere 

was caring the traditional music Band Ujamaa, led by Chigozie Onu. 
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Impact: This multicultural event awake the interest of many participants to join the further 

media seminars and courses, organised in the frame of the project ñNorth-South Media 

Bridgeò 

 

 

 

3. Local initiatives in Umuahia, Nigeria 
The Nigerian partners commenced local media 

training on the 3 of March 2009 and last till 7. 

80 Youths from Nigeria took part in the media 

training. Selection was based on gender balanced and 

cultural diversities. The multipliers were thought in 

module A-Kit of the EU-Media training concept. 

 

 

 

Areas covered in the training: 

 Video camera 

 Graphic bases 

 Composition 

 Lighting design 

 Sound design 

 Audio engineering 

 Basic of journalism 

 Dramaturgy-Media Narrat ive 

 Editing 

 Web TV 

 

Impact:  The various media skills learnt in the training were put in practice by the youths and 

result can be seen and assessed in their short video film project. 

 

 

4. Local initiatives in Poland 
The group of volunteers participating in local works in Lublin was formed on 19

th
 of 

February. Since that time group has been meeting regularly, every Tuesday in the building of 

Nowy Staw Foundation. Individual content related preparations were preceding those 

meetings.  

 Group exchanged and increased knowledge about 

culture, social aspects, human rights and conflicts 

in Africa, through individual research so as 

discussion and various self-prepared 

presentations on meetings. It enabled us to get 

insight to African issues.  

 Group of volunteers were given 

media/journalistic training. It was provided by 

Paulina Zajac. Volunteers learned basics of the 

use of camera, preparation and realization of 

movie/reportage so as basics of journalistic work 

concerning redaction of the web page of the project. 
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 Apart from regular meetings, group participates in other forms of activities aiming in 

broadening knowledge about Africa 

and developing intercultural 

understanding. In March and April, 

group participated in two meetings 

with travelers organized by Center 

of Culture in Lublin. They were 

sharing their experiences from 

visiting Ethiopia and Morocco. The 

group went also for the concert of 

Nuru Kane (musician from 

Senegal); Watch Dogs Festival 

where among other, films concerning human rights in Africa were shown and visited 

exhibition of African batiks that presented handworks of African young artists from 

the collection of the White Sisters, who run many missions in the whole Africa. 

                   

 On 14
th
 of March, group also took part 

in an event called ĂSunday for 

Missionsò organized by Missionary 

Sisters of our Lady of Africa. We got to 

know how Catholic missions in Africa 

are organized and learned about 

experiences of doctors, volunteers and 

nuns during missions in Africa.   

 

 

 Assistance to Africa became an issue of great interest of us. We organized films show 

combined with discussion on the topic ñContemporary Africa. To help or not to help? 

ñ. The event took place on 10
th
 of June in the building of Faculty of Political Science, 

Maria Curie University. We showed parts of movies: ñDarvinôs Nightmareò and 

ñGuelwaarò and the whole movie titled ñAdoption of the Heartò. Those films were 

coming from ñAfrykameraò festival and were made available by organizer of this 

festival: Przemyslaw Stepien. Group of volunteers prepared presentations on 

governmental kind of assistance to Africa and on actions taken by significant 

individuals so as topics for discussion which, in turns, they moderated. Among guests 

were missionary sisters, who presented their point of view on the topic and enriched 

whole event by sharing their experiences in the field of assistance to Africa. Event was 

accompanied by exhibition of photos taken during projectôs preparatory meeting 13
th
 -

21
st
 of January 2009, in Umuahia and Lagos (Nigeria). 

 Issues of intercultural understanding become an inspiration for preparation of the 

movie titled ñAfrica and Europe ï common inspirationò. Knowledge about Africa got 

from various sources like: research, discussions, meetings and sharing experiences 

gave us substantial background, whereas media training enabled the group to prepare 

the movie from the technical side. Group elaborated script of the movie and gathered 

substantial and audiovisual material. It was great opportunity to practice skills gained 

by media training.   
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5. Mediacamp in June, Citizenhouse Bennohaus 
5.1 Main Idea: 

The mediacamp in June was the second meeting for the young multipliers from Kolping 

Society in Nigeria, the future media trainers from Ghana, Poland and Germany. After the 

successful Kick Off meeting in January and the additional trainings on national level the 

multipliers moved to the next step- working together and establishing of media products.  

5.2 Working process 

 During the first two days of the media 

camp the participants of Ghana and 

Nigeria were intensively trained into 

radio skills and revised their camera 

basics. 

                

 The further working process included 

media training in five different 

workshops. The groups were mixed so 

that each country could have at least 

one representative in every working 

group. 

 

 The first phase of the working process was connected to the writing of the 

storyboard, which included: -composing of the story  

      -writing of the interview questions 

      -writing of the over voice  

 The second phase was the filming process. The participants was given the 

possibility to show their creativity as they filmed different images, made 

interviews and documented the whole event every single day. 

 The third phase was the editing process. During the long and tiring hours of 

cutting, the participants not only obtained a good technique skills but also 

exchanged interesting ideas, considering their movies  

 

 

5.3 Integration process 

 The various activities in the evenings, as for example countriesô presentations, visits of 

international festivals, the African community, cooking and dancing together helped 

the integration process. 

 Special movies on two different topics, represented by the Nigerian group: Gender 

and equality and Wrestling African fashion and African dishes strengthened the 

international dialogue. 

 The official visit to the Mayor in 

the City hall was one of the 

highlight during the media camp. 

There, the participants have 

learned about the exciting history 

of the city of Münster and about 

the Westphalia Peace.  
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 The trip to Cologne and the visit to the 

Headquarter of the Kolping society was one of 

the most impressive moments for the African 

guests. During the intensive discussion the young 

multipliers received impressions about the work 

and the different activities of the Kolping Society 

 

     

 The study visit to Suedlohn gave the participants the possibility to learn more about 

the local Kolping Society and to exchange some ideas and experience with the people 

working there.  

 The additional visit of local farms was not only very interesting but also very 

enjoyable for both sides the guests and the hosts. 

 

5.4 Final event and medial results 

During the final event the participants had the possibility to talk about their media 

products and to present them to everybody. Vive different movies with the following 

topics were presented: 

   Prospective of young people in Europe and Africa 

   Biafra War,  

   African culture 

   Intercultural understanding 

 Documentation 

At the end of the final event everybody received certificate for their successful participation at 

the media camp.  

 

 

 

6. Media seminar in Ghana, September 2009   
 

The media seminar took place in 

September 2009 at The Catholic 

Guest House of the regional 

archdiocese in Tamale. It was fixed 

for an intermediate meeting with the 

local project partners TEPPIA, the 

ñTamale Ecclesiastical Province 

Partnership in Actionò, and to 

accomplish media training in cutting 

basics for the future multipliers 

from Ghana in this case. 

       

 

6.1 Organisation of the Final Event 

There immediately an important meeting took place between Monsignor Dr. Anthony Balee, 

an accountant and Father Peter of TEPPIA plus Dr. Joachim Musholt of the Citizensô Centre 

Bennohaus. They decided on several important affairs plus open issues and set the schedule 


